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pleasures by stealth, or, when timidly looking up from their
play, ever meet a cold glance or more frequently a frown;
his government will inevitably be disliked, if not hated ;
and the aim will be to evade it as much as possible. Con-
trariwise, a father who,, equally firm in maintaining restraints
needful for the well-being of his children or the well-being
of other persons, not only avoids needless restraints, but,
giving his sanction to all legitimate gratifications and pro-
viding the means for them, looks on at their gambols with an
approving smile, can scarcely fail to gain an influence which,
no less efficient for the time being, will also be permanently
efficient. The controls of such two fathers symbolize the
controls of Morality as it is and Morality as it should be.

Nor does mischief result only from this undue severity of
the ethical doctrine bequeathed us by the harsh past.
Further mischief results from this impracticability of its ideal.
In violent reaction against the utter selfishness of life as
carried on in barbarous societies, it has insisted on a life
utterly unselfish. But just as the rampant egoism of a
brutal militancy, was not to be remedied by attempts at the
absolute subjection of the ego in convents and monasteries;
so neither is the misconduct of ordinary humanity as now
existing, to be remedied by upholding a standard of abnega-
tion beyond human achievement. Rather the effect is to
produce a despairing abandonment of all attempts at a
higher life. And not only does an effort to achieve the
impossible, end in this way, but ij simultaneously discredits
the possible. By association with rules that cannot be
, obeyed, rules that can be obeyed lose their authority.

^[uch adverse comment will, I doubt not, be passed on the
theory of right conduct which the following pages shadow
forth. Critics of a certain class, far from rejoicing that
ethical principles otherwise derived by them, coincide with
ethical principles scientifically derived, are offended by the
coincidence. Instead of recognizing essential likeness they
enlarge on superficial difference. Since the days of perse-